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THE OFERATIONS OF THE 66TH ARMORED REGIMENT
{2ND ARMORED DIVISION) IN THE PUSH FROM THE
ROER T0 THE RHINE, 28 FREBRUARY - 4 MARCH 1945
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN) _
(Personel Experience of e Regimental Executive Officer)

INTRODUCTION

This monogreph covers the operetions of the 66th Armored Regiment
of the 2nd Armored Division in the push from the Roer to the Rhins from
the 28th of Februsry to the 4th of Merch, 1945. Since the esction of this
unit 1n. the operntion wes only a smsll part of e gemfal coordinated sction
along the entire Western Front, a btrief stvdy of the "big pleture® ig
' DecessaTy. |

The strategic 'plan of the Rllies for crossing the Rhine and sdvencing
into the heart of Germsny et this tims, contemplated the main effort in
the north by the 21st Army Group under Genersl Montgomsry to seize cross-
ings north of the Ruhr. (1) The Supreme Commender concentrated his mass
in thie main effort. All other operstions were designed to assist the
mein effort, with meximum economy in mepn snd emmunition, until the 2ist
Army Group hed closed to the Rhine, after which sll other units were to
close slong the entire Allied Western Front, 7[2)

"I‘he 2lst ATmy Group consisted of the First Canadisn Army to the north,
end the nsw Ninth US Army under Lieutenent General WH Simpeson. In the mass-
ing of strength to the north the Supreme Commender had shiftsd the north |
boundsry of the 12th Army Group farther to the north, so that the Ninth
Army front now extended elong the west benk of the Roer River from just
gouth of Julich ‘o Roermond. (See Mep A) The shift of Third Army units
to the north which the Supreme Commender had mede to meet the German
Ardennes Counter-offensive facilitated this concentrstion of mamss to the
north, a situsation which greastly favored a powerful stteck in this sector; (3)

(1) A~2, p. 8; (2) a-2, p. 87; (3) &-3, p. 1l.



This grouping can be compered with thet of November, 1944, in which slow
progress wasg mede in a more svenly-distributed attack along the entire

;‘ront .

PREPARATIONS AND PLANS FOR THE ATTACK

Gemsral Simpson wes faced with many problems in his pleans for the
crossing of the Roer River and the push to the Rhine, There were no cross-
ing pointes snywhere along the river in his zZon® which could be considered
favoreble st eny time, end when the unseasoneble thaw came in Februsry the
river wes greatly swollen. Banks snd spproaches were muddy, and numerous
ditches 2and channels paralleled the stresm. To meke matters worse, the
enamy was still in possession of the ng Q}’;E_S in the First Arnw zone to
'the south, whick he could use to flood the Roer valley in the Hinth Amy
zone at sny time, either to prevent e croseing before it was attempted, or
to isolete ths first uniie after they had crossed. (4)

About 2 Februery the First US Army wes given the missicn of capturi:;g

3\:* the dems prior to the Ninth Army'.s ettack. This was done, but the most
Sép important dem was destroyed by the Germens just before its capture. The

> Roer at once beceams a ztresm 2000 yerds wide in some places, with & current

.
g
P
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“ ) Ninth Army's sttack wes indefinitely postponed. (5)

w
.

of six or seven miles an hour, The terget date of 10 Februsry for the

‘ k In view of the difficulties facing him, Gemsral Simpson made requisi~
| tions to stock 100 percent replacements in many items, particularly Engi-
neer materiel, He took steps to reduce roed fallure in his supply areas
during the criticel attsck pericd by heving supplies stocked as close to
the river eas possible during the waiting period, and at the ssme time man-
sged to concesl this build-up from the ensmy. Also, during the waiting

(4) a-1, p.-24; (5) &~2, p. 89.



pericd, infantry divisicns were rotated to the rear to perticipate in
river crossing exercises on terrain similer to the Roer River. Other
sefety precauticns teken were evecustion or close surveillence of civil-
lens, concealment of i&entity of pew units, and restriction of troops to
asgembly aress, (6) Life belte, 1ife guards, and rescue boats were plen-
ned for the crossing ection, a step which peid big dividends at. the
eriticel time. (7)

In plenning his grend-tectics, Genersl Simpson considered the follow-
ing conditions of enemy snd terrain. The émm eppeared to be holding the
river line lightly, but it was known he hed considerable ressrves behind
this line, consisting of the 8th Parachute ‘D‘ivision, 176th Infentry Divi-
sion, 187rd and 363rd Volksgrenedisr Divisioﬁs, 59th Infentry Divisien,
and the 9th and llth Psnzer Divisions. (8) East of tbe river were prepared
defenses, the firgt through Erkelenz, south into Linnich, thence east to
the Erft River, this latter part being elong e long plateau, the key terrain
featurs of the Army zome. (See Map A) DPehind this lay snother defense line
covering the approsches to Hunehen-Giadbaéh, facing generslly west and |
southwest, consisting of trenches, mines, snd pumerous heavily-defended
villeges. Most prominent objective in the Army zone was the hesvily-forti-
tied city of Hunchen-Gladbac.h. (8) The terrain east of the river wes
rolling, partly-wooded country, fine for armored operation in eny but the
wettegt weather. {10)

The attack of the First Cenadisn Army in the north, which wss leunched
on 3 Februsry, drew soms epemy sirength from the Ninth Arsy zone, and it
had been lesrned that mare then hslf the ermor on the German Western Front
hed been shifted to the east after the feilure of the Ardennes Counter-
offensive wes evident, It was also known that the fighting quelity mnd
sggressive spirit of the troops facing the Nirnth Army wes not high. (11)

(6) A-1, p. 20-21; (7) A-1, p. 25; (8) a-6, p. 165; (9) A-1, p. 22;
{10) Personal knowledge; (11) A-2, p. 89.



After studying the availeble informetion, Genersl Simpson made plans
which consisted of two elternatives - ons to be used in cese heevy resis-
tance was encountersd in the crossing end the push towerd the Roer, the
othar to be used if opportunity fer breakthrough and expleoitation presented
itself, (12) Since the first alternative was not used, it is not covered
in thie monogreph,

Genersl Simpeon decided to use his ithree sorps abreast, XIX on the
gouth, XIII in the center, XVI on the north. In each corps zons the main
effort wee to be slong the corps southern boundary for a relatively short
distence, and then was to turn north and northwest, hitting the enemy defen-
ses in flenk and reer, {See Map A} The corps operations were to resemble
somewhat the ﬁy e c¢hild thrusts his fingers down the pide of a peanut jar
and then curls them imward to pull out ma mény peanute as he esn, In
sddition to hitting the enemy flank end resr, ithese tactics were slso
deeigned to cerry out Generasl Eisonho-er'a_ _ozpressed degire to trap and
destroy every Germen in the Ninth Army's peth. (13)

The heaviest strength in the Ninth Army attack wes in its XIX Corps on
the south, consisting of the 29th, 30th and &3rd Infentry Divisions, end
the 2nd Armored Divigion, The 95th Division wes in Army Reserve mesr Heas-
tricht. 'rm 29th and Z0th Divisions were to cross the Roer efier a 45-min-
ute ertillery preparsation, 30th on the right south of Julich, 29th et
Julich., They were to push east until e firm bridgehead had been established,
then northeest to capture the pletesu mentionsd before sz the key terrain
feeture of the Army Zone. After the enginurs had constructed a bridge suit-
eble for amor the 2nd Armered Divleion was to cress, pass through-the infan-
try, swing slmost duve north, by-paes Hunchgﬁ-Gladbach. ani strike for the
Rhine et Verdingen. (See Map &) As they passed through they were t¢ be fol-
lowed by the 83rd Infantry Division, pertly motorized, which was to hit

(12) A-1, pe 24; (13) A-4, p. 20.



Munohen-(ladbach from the esst end gouth, and Neuss from the nortbwest. (l4)
The stage wes set for an sction which was guch a fips example of
smooth teemwork among all erms in e coordinated attack ageinst an obetacle,
fellowsd by a breakthrough end expleitation by armor, thet it resembled e |

Tehearsed demonstration,

Witk el] his plens ccmplets, the next big.preblom for Genersl Simpeon
wes when to leunch the attsck, He wished -to attack et the earliest practi-
ceble date, secrificing facility of crossing to ganin surprise at a time
when the Germsns believed a crossing to be impossible., On 21 PFebruary his
Arzy Engipeer advigsed thet a crosé.’mg would be poesible on 23 Pebrusry, so
General Simpaon set 230330 Februsry as H-hour, after a 45-minute artillery

preparation, No air strike was planned, to better the chances for surprise. (15)

THE INFANIRY CROSSING

The preparstion was fired by 20 bettalions of field artillery, (18)
reinforced by infaentry cannon, mortars, AA guns, and TDs. Ths infantry
ocrossing met 1ittle resistance at first, but our engineers sutrei-od heavily
in squipment dus to enemy moritsr and artillery fire, and the power of the
swollen eireem, One bridge wae rebuilt nine times, (17) In spite of this
condition ¢wo divisions were put ecross the first dey in the XIX Corps

Zons, oand by the end of the day the bridgehesd was well established.

§6TH ARMORED REGIMENT SITUATION

The morning of 23 February found the ‘s'ath Armored Regiment, commended
by Colozel William Stokes, elong with the rest of the 20l Armored Division,
iR an sssembly ares south of the Dutch town of G_‘up_l_'ggg'about 32 miles weet
of Julich, (See Map 4) whemdit had secretly moved under cover of derkness

(14) A-1, p. 22; {(15) A-1, p. 24; (15) A-5, p. 48; (17) A-5, p. 47.



about ten deys defore. (18) The vehicles still bore no organizationsl
merkings - these hed been painted out prier to the zecret move into the
Ninth ATmy eres. The familiar code names by which the divisionsl units
weres known hed been replaced by strenge new ones. During the entire time
men hed been resiricted to the srea of their units. The “Hell-on-wheels®
ﬁteh hed besn ordersd removed from all clothing 2nd equipment, snd the
only sefe subjects for discussion were homs and women. (18).
At this time it is meecessary to examine briefly the organizetion of
e heavy armored division of the 2nd Armored Division type. There were two
tank regiments of one three-company battelion of light tanks and two three-
company batteliona of msdiums sach, Thers was ons infantry regiment of
three battalions of three rifie companiess 2nd a heavy wespons compeny each,
This made the retlo of tank compsnies to rifle companies 2 to 1, in contrest
with the present 1 to 1 retio. Artillery was normsl - 3 battalions of 105mm
Howitzers, and an AAA Battalion,
The 66th Armored Regiment was part of CCA, which consisted of
66th AR (minus Co. P (M) and Co. I (M})
iat Brn, 4st Armd Inf Regiment
Co A, 702 TD Bettalion

Co A, 17th Armd Eng Battalion
78th FA Br (Ammd) D/S with Battery B, 195 AAA (AW) Bn attached

'REGIMENTAL PREPARATIONS FOR ACTION

The move of the armored vehicles into thelr sssembly arees had not
torn up the roads to an mlarmming extent, but the exits from the areas to the
roade looked bed, end the commender begen to worry sbout whather or not a
quick sxit could be mede when the orders cams. This problem was solved by
having ell tankers teke shovels end re-surface sll exits with send and gravel
dumped on the sits by engimeer dump trucks. The problsm of quiek exitz end

(18) Personal kmowledge.



an anle road met apparently was disturbing higher echelon plenners slso,
because early in the morning of 24 February the _regimnt received orders
to move that night tec snother assembly ares in Aaschen, Germany, about '12
miles closer to Julich. (See Mep A) The regimentel commender immediately
issued orders for the tank crews to remcve cemouflage nete which had been
gernished for a snow background, regarﬁish them in a dark color schems,
apd replece them on the taﬁks. Newly cut logs ebout 8 feet long and 8
inehes thick which had bcoh gathered by the tank ecrews while in the aren,
wers secursly festensd cn the front szlope plates. Thesze were to be used
if needed to free the tenk if it becams mired, or to corduroy a soft plece
of ground which hed to be crossed, Quertering ﬁartios were sent by infil-
tration to the Aachen sssembly area, route reconnsissance parties wers sent
out, end en sdministrative-typs march was pleansd. (19)

When I rsturnsd to my billet et noon my good-natured' Dutch host came
tc m» snd requested mw to leave the key under the door mat when I left
that night. T was quite surprised, snd asked him whot made him think we
were leaving that night. He smiled, and said, “But Colonel, all morning
I heve seen tankerz putting new cemouflage =nd new logs on the tanks, end
much ectivity. That meens somsthing's going to happen, of course. And I
know the habits of tanks -~ they move only at night.®* My curioeity seroused,
I esked him 1f he knew what outfit we belonged to. He saeid, *I lmow I'm
not supposed to know, but its the 2nd Tank Division. A soldier left his
patch on ome shirt he gave to a friend of my wife to be washed .*

In spite of the security leek, the division meade ite movs wi_thout
ircident, end went ‘:I.nto anothei- assembly aTree in the streetz of Aachen.
Officers from regiment and frem esch battalion weres observing the erossing
operation, end msking constent route and sssembly sres reconneiasence while
the regiment waited for the decision of the Corps Commander that the time
hed come to threw in his srmor. (20)

(19) Personel knowledge; (20} Personsl knowledge.



MOVEMENT T0 FORWARD ACSEMELY AREA

The movemsnt orders cems on 26 hbmarﬁr. The regiment, under command
of CCA, wae ordered to move on 27 February to a forward essembly area south
of Jackerath, prepered to attack northeast et 0730, 28 February to cut the
communicetions between Munchen-Gladbach and Neuse on ths Rhine. (See Map A)
A motorized regimental combat tesm of the 83rd Infantry Division was etteched
to the 2nd Armored Division for this operetion. Ths move was made in the
®tagk force® formmtion which wes to be used in the forward sssembly area end
in the atteck forthcoming.

These “tack forces™ were made up as follows: (21)

TASE FORCE A TASEK FORCE B
%rd Bn, 66th AR (minus Co I} 2nd Bn, 66th AR (minus Co E and F)
Co A, 66th AR (Lt Tanks) Co B, 66th AR (Lt Tanks)
lst Bn, 41st Armd Inf Regiment Co B, 413t Armd Inf Regiment

(minus Co B and C) 2nd Flatoon, Co A, 702 TD Bu

Ren Co, 66th AR '

lst Platoon, Co A, 702 TD Bn

RESERVE OF CCA
lst Bn, 66th AR (minue Co A and B)
(Lt Tanks)
Co E, 66th AR
Co C, 4lst Armd Inf Regiment
Co &, 17th Arxd Eng Battelion
Co A, 702 TD Bn {minus 2 Plstoons)

As is shown above, when hsevier infentry strength is meeded the regi-
mentsl reconneissence company is added tb one of thes task forces, and for
the coming attack this was done with TF A, which was to be the left (weet)
force in the attsck, end which wea expected to meet most of the opposition
from enemy forces sttempting to escape the trep and cross the Rhines. The
use of the Reconnaisssnce Company 1s of course undesireble, but this veteran
division hed long felt the unbalance of tenks and infantry, and it was felt
that this step was abspglutely necesaary.

(21) Psrsonsl knowledge.
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THE ATTACK

Theldivision attack order directed CCA on the left, CCB on the right
along the left (west) bank of the Erft River, CCR in reserve. All Combat
Commands to drive between Munchen.Gladbach and Neuss, to kill or capture as
many as possible of the enemy attempting to retreat acrcss the Rhine, and
to make every effort to seize intact a bridge across the Rhine. (22) Linse
of Departure was the present front line of the 29th and 30th Infantry Divi.
sions, the line Borschamich-Garzwejler. (See Map B) Time of attack 0730,
28 February. (;{,\-...;¢L,{ J ey

The attack juiped off at 280730 February. The entry of the 2nd Arm-
ored Division intoc battle is well described by a "TimeM correspondent: (23)

"From the air in a Piper Cub the tank drive was & thing of sheérest
military béauty. First came a long row of throbbing tanks moving like
heavy dark beetles across the green cabbage fields of Germany in a wide
swath - many tanks in a single row abreast. Then a suitable distance be-
hind came another row of tanks even broader, out of which groups would
wheel from their brown mud tracks in green fields to encircle and smash
fire at some sutbborn strongpoint. Behind this came miles of trucks full
of troops, maneuvering perfectly ﬁo mep up by;passed tough spots, Then
came the field_artillefy'to pound hard knots into submission. And always
overhead swuang and loocped the Thunderbolts kesping the tanks under absolute
safety umbrellas and froi.time to timé diving to knock out trouble spots.,

This was one of the War's grandest single pictures of united and per-
fectly functicning nilitary iachines in a supreme moment cf pure fighting
aotion,”

The advance met little reéistanbe at first, moving for abOut twec miles
in one steady advance; an attack scross beautiful tank country, tanks in
the leaa, firing their machine guns on the move most of the time, stopping

(22) A=7, pe 139 (to refresh memory); {(23) A-2, p..l?9.
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occesionelly to teke more careful aim with their 76mm gune end the few
S0mm guns on hend at some suspicious-locking terget. In the vicinity of
Juchen the advence wes helted temporsrily by the neturel barrier of a
reilroad embankment, defended by anti-tank guns, tenks, snd dug-in infean-~
try. (See Mep E) While the tesk forces were regrouping for a coordinated
attack, the air ;’fank, which was in constant touch with elemente of the
XXIX Tecticel Air Corps on eir slert, called for air strikes on the irouble-
some ares, and within 10 minutes the plenes loceted the area, picked out
e few targets, snd went to work on them, using mechine guns, bombs, and
rockets. (P4) This wes the first time the division hed seen rockets used
from planes, (25) A&fter the ground attack was resumed the plenes contin-
ued to stteck targets ss they expoéed thamsélvés, end the resistance was
gquickly overcome. The ettzck continued to the nortbh of Juchen where the
tesk forces agsin paused to reorgenize.

Here the regimentel commender decided upon & maneuver with light tenks
which was considered by som of us worklng with him as quite i;old - 8t
lesst it wag e definite deperture from previous techniques of the division
in the uze of lighp tenks. Early experience with the light tank M5,
armed with & Z7mm gun, proved them of little use es = fighting vehicle
ageinst en sggressive enemy. L=zte in 1944 tﬁey were fitted with racks
to carry five litters per tank for evecusting wounded from exposed areas,
Thie use of the tanks proved very successful. But after the Battle of the
Bulge the regiment received fifteen new M=-24 light tenks with 70mm guns.
On this afterncon of 28 Februsry they were grouped into one task force snd
given the mission of advencing from Juchen to cut the Reydt-Grevenbroich
roasd, = distance of about two milez, (See Map B) moving “as fast as pos-
gible, without stopping, Sprqying everything that locked suspicious with
mechine gun snd 75mm HE fire." Covering fires of medium tenks end esssult
(24) Stetement of Cormsnding Officer, Tesk Force B; (25) Statements of

Regimsntsl orfi. cers,
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guns were plenned, snd the race for the objective began. The charge
wes so fast end so eudscious thet although thers were apparently s few
shots-fired 2% the tanks none were stopped, and the mission was accom-
plished without loss of man or machine. {26)

During the afterncon of this day the regimentesl OP wes in Juchen,
~end a rather bitter lesson in “curiosity killed the cai™ was learned. The
division received its first .attack of jet plenes, and several command
rost personnel gathered outside the CP building to waich the weeving tac=-
tics of these bullet planes as they eluded all the AA fire being directed
et them, While they were watching sn unexploded 40mm HE shell from ons
of our guns lended in the middle of the street corner by the CP, killing
two, end sending severel key personnel to the resr for treatment, including
the msés ofticer. (27)

By the end of this 1st day the regiment had edvanced eight miles, and
the last defenses of the Nauss corridor had been overwhslmsd. Only once or
twice during‘the day hed there bheen any semblance of an ermored counter-
attack, end even then in small numbers. (28) The breakthrough had been

eccomplished, snd exploitation was sbout to begin,

EXPLOITATION - CLOSING THE TRAP

The main problem of the second day, 1 March, wes the c¢crossing of the
Nord Cenal between Munchen-Gladbmech and Neuss. (See Mep B) Here for the
first time armered infantry led the way in the ettack of the tesk forces,
end by 2270 thet evening the enginsers hed put across sufficient bridging
to permit the mediums to roll scross, reinforce the infentry bridge-head,
end prepere to 12ed out egein the next morning. Units which had been in
reserve relieved tired units in the ssseult Tesk Forces where practicable.

{26) (27) {28) Perscnel knowledge.
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Yhile the 2nd Armored Division advanced north on this day the 83rd
Division Regimental Combat Teaﬁ peeled off from behind the two leading
Combat Commands and attacked Neuss from the west and northwest, (See Map
B) with the additional mission of furnishing east flank protection for the
2nd Armored Division. (29) On the west flank the 29th Division took
Munchen-Gladbach in one day. This was the largest German city to fall to
the Americans up to this time. The 29th Division was then pinched out,
and assémbled in the vicinity of the city. (30)

Again the 66th Armored Regiment had receivid no coordinated armored
counter-attack, and it was apparent that,‘as in Normandy, enemy armor was
being committed piecemeal as it arfived én the scene, (31) "

By 2 March the operation reached yhe pursuit and mopping-up stage. (32)
The objective from this time on was to capture as many as possible of the
enemy‘attempting to withdraw across the Rhine, and to seize intact a bridge
across the Rhine. There were four of these in the division zone, three in
the Neuss-Duesseldorf area and one at Uerdingen. (See Map B) On the morn-
ing of 2 March CCB on the right reached the Rhine north of Neuss, while
the 66th Armored Hegiment continued to spearhead'the advance of CCA to the
north, medium tanks leading, moving almost to Oppum. (See Map B) The
Regimental Combat Team of the 83rd Division cleared Neuss of the enemy,
and reached the Rhine south of Neuss, A task force from this unit, with
TDs and tanks attached, made a dramatic secret maneuver thai almost succeeded
in the capture of the bridge at Obercassel, a suburb of Duesseldorf. (33)
(See Map B) )

On this day, 2 March, a remarkable change in the Army plan of attack
took place. With the é6th Armored Regiment already poised to slice between
Krefeld and Uerdingen, and glements of the XIII Corps just reaching Krefsld
from the west, the XIX Corps boundary was shifted to the north sc as to
(29) A=6, p. 182; (30) A~6, p. 182; (31) Personal knowledge; (A6, p. 183;
(33) 4=6, p. 183.
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allow its northward momentum to continue, thus cutting off more German
crossing sites and trapﬁing more Germans west of the Rhine. (34) (See
Map B} This change was a brilliant one, but it was responsible for
some confusion and unfortunate incidents which will be discussed later.

The 66th Armored Regiment had some difficulty crossing the roads
and railroads between Krefeld and Uerdingen. The eneay was desperate in
his attempts to keep open all possible avenues of escape, But the hunting
was good for the mediums that day, and they took terrific toll with their
machine guns and tank guns on fleeing vehicles and foot troops. (35) By
nightfall both task forces were astride the roads and railroads between
Krefeld and Uerdingen. (See Map C)

On the morning of 3 March the infantry of Task Force B was called on
again, this time for a night attack to clean out the enemy from a German
military barracks area about one mile northeast of Bockum and be prepared
to continue the attack on order. They moved out on foot at 0300, under
the artificial moonlight being thrown cut by Army searchlights somewhere
~in the rear, using the greatest stealth to gain surprise. It was prac-
tically a walk., The enemy offered little or no resistance, and some had
to be-awakansd and informed they were prieoners. Most of them were tankers
who were sﬁpposad to be fighting as infantry because their tanks were cut
of gas, and on being captured they claimed they thought they were "in the
rear area'. (36) The infantry continued on into the town of Hohsnbadburg,
(See Map C) and here they were greeted by a field artillery concentration
from XIII Corps artillery, who apparently believed they were softening up
a town in their zone for their own infantry. Before much damage had been
dene the situation was cleared up, the mediums passed through and roared. on
northeast.

During the early sfternoon leading tanks of Task Force A were about to

(34) A-6, p. 186; (35) Personal knowledge; (36) Personal knowledge.
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open fire on a group of tanks advancing from thé west. (See Map C) Some
a.ler;t. gunner held up the fire, however, identifying the tanks as American,
Contact was made and it was found that thg tanks were from the US 5th Arm-
ored Diﬁsion, part of the XIII Corps. A lieutenant in the outfit showed
his map which indicated he was to advance almost due east to the Rhine., He
was determined to carry out hie mission in spite of the fact that he was
outnumbered and outranke& by 2nd Armored Division officers, with maps which
showed the change in plan, but be was hel-d' in check until he was convinced
by higher authority in his own outfit that his map was out-dated. (37)

On this day (3 March) the Army Reserve, the 95th Division, was committed
to action to assume the role of infantry follow-up for the 2nd Armored Divi-
s;ion, and only these two divisions were still activs in the XIIX GOfps Zone,
Ail other units had been pinched out., {38) CCB and CCR were cleaning up
arcund Uerdingen, and staged another ét.tempt to capture a bridge intact that
almost but not quite succeeded. (39)

'L March saw the final advance of the regiment and some of the sharpest
fighting of the operation. The enemy managed to mass hig anti-tank guns and
emplaced tanks better than ever before, The task forces were forced to mix
their tanks with infantry, some in half.tracks and some riding the tanks,
The Reconnaissance Company with the west task force suffered cozﬁparatively
heavily, losing two officers killed. (40)

One action which took place during the day would probably have resulted
in heavy tank losses had it not been for a lucky accident - a mixeup in direc—
tion of attack which, according to all rules of tactics was a big "U™, but
which turned out to resemble a complicated, beautifully-timed football play,
with a fine down-field block sending the runner cn for a touchdown. Task
Force B, on the right, was in an as_fi__hombl; position astride the Uerdingen-
Rheinhausen road (See Map C) about 1700 yards southwest of Rheinhausen,

(37) Statement of Regimental S-3, who was at the spot; (38) A-6, p. 188;
(39) A-6, p. 183; (40) Personal knowledge.
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preparing to sttack northesst, by-pass Rheinhaﬁsen to the nerth, end reech
the Rhine, while Tesk Force A was assembled just south of Befgheim, pre~
paring $o etteck Rheinheusen itself., Neither commander was sware of the
other's intentions, the terrein hid eech from the other's view, snd neither
knew tha.t the sinall patch of woods west of Rhelnhausen was bristling with
concesled enemy enti-tank weepons of different calibers, guarding ons of
the few remsining bridges over the Rhine. (See Map C) Task Force B commene
der wee about to give the command which would have sent his force advancing
northeest, exposing his flank to the murderous fire from these guns when
he noticed the tanks and half-trecks of TPask Force A cutting scross his
front from the west. (See Mep C) He waited until they hsd cleared his
route of advence, and then moved out &s planned. The (German gunners, wait-
ing impetiently to pour their fire into the flanks of Faek Force B suddenly
sew the tenks of Task Force A besring down on them from dus west, and a
viclent tank ve gun fight followed, while Tassk Force B continued on to the
Rhine. The guns had lost the surprise factor they hed counted on, end wers
finslly overpowsred, but Task Force A lost eight tanks, the largest loss
for e similar sized force of the entire operation of the regimsnt. Luckily,
personnel logses in these tanks were low, Just how the mix-up of direction
occurred is not known - no ons ever investigated the matter so¢ far as is
known, probably because the action was so successful. (41)

With the reaching of the Fhine the sdvance of the regiment had ended.
The Tesk Forces pulled in their tails, blocked importent roads, end rested.

On 5 Merch elements of the 95th Division took over the areas held by
the 2nd Armored Division, snd the tanks begen & march to the rear for main-
tenance and treining prior to crossing the Rhine. A&s Genersl Simpson puts
it, the division hed just hed a "Reheersal for the Rhine®, and the show 1t=-
gelf was less difficult then the reheersel. (42)
(41) Stetement of Commending Officers of Task Force & end Tesk Force B.

(42) .A.-l, Pe 27.
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During the advance the 66th Armored Regiment encountered slements of
the Germen 9th Penzer, (43) 11th Penzer, (44) 130th Penzer Lenr, (45) 183rd
and 363rd Volksgrenadier Divisions, and 594h Infantry Division. {46)

In ite drive from the Roer to the Rhine the 2nd Armored Division killed
more Germens than in sny other battle frem Sicily through the Battle of the

Bulge., (47)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In snelyzing and criticizing this operstion the first thing of note is
the thoroughness of the Army Commender's plens end preparations for the
atteck., Generel Simpecn hed a hard-working staff who took advantage of the
time avalleble to insure e successful operation by taking detailed steps to
be prepered for any eventuslity.

All of tha- nine pripeiples of war wers eﬁmplifhd in this operstion,
but four were outstanding. These were Mass, Movement, Econemy of Foree,
end Cooperetion. The Arn_ay Commender employed Mass snd Moverent with great
success. He drove in with 211 his atrength, then chenged direction te hit.
enemy poglitions in flapk apd reer. All units hed strong regerves on hand
at all times, and {the impetus of the advance was memintained bj reotating
Teserfes. An slternste plen wag prepared to seize the opportunity of 2
breakthrough apd this wes the ooe used in this cass. Movement wes slso
exemplified by the flenking maneuveras of corps, divisions, and smsller unitis.
Econcmy of Force weas -best exemplified by the Suprems Commander'e siretegy
of mmssing forcecesz in the northern Army Group, while directing utmost econ-
ory of men and emmunition in the central and sgouthern Armies.- Cocperation
wes evidenced by the smooth teamwork of ell arms throughout-infesniry forec-
ing a crossing with heavy srtillery support and establishing a bridgehees,

Engineers building bridges under slmost impossible eircumstences, armored
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spearheads bresking through, followed by other fresh infentry divisions,
partly motorized, to mop up end secure the flanks and rear of the eoperation,
while planes on constant air slert assigned to certain zones, end im con-
stant contact with ground units fighting in those zores, furnighed rapid
and effective support.

The Army Commander mede every effort to conceal the identity of newly
arrived units, but in the cage of the 2nd Armored Division this effort was
Je_opardizod by oms soldisr who gave a shirt with his unit pateh to a telk-
ative civilian.

Commenders at sl1 eschelens were swars of the impertance of insurigg
that pessable Toads would b8 availsble when needed, E[ho Army commander
stocked supplies wall Torward before the ettack, dispersing these st&:k
s much es possible to preserve secrecy. The Corpe commendsr moved the
2nd Armored Divisipn from en aree of unfavorsble roads to the strests of
a2 city, a rather unorthodox sssembly arsa, bui one which insured good mobil-
ity in any direction. The regimental commender put his ccmbat trocps to
work on the roeds to prevent the tenks from being mired when they were nessded.

The condition of the river and approaches st the time the Army commsn-
_lﬁ(:a der selected for the crossing was far from favorable, but he ¢rossed when
he did to gain surprise end to save time,

The enemy plan of defenss was to man the river line lightly, ahd hold
mobile forees to the resr for counter-attack. These counter-sttack forces
didn't move fast enough, or in sufficient force when the critical time eame.
They wers too few and too late.

The srmor, once committed, sdvanced rapidly, not butting its heed
agminst unsuiteble objectives. These were left for the mobile infantry
which followed.

N The armored infantry was used in a very successful night ettack, advanc-

T

ing by stealth and entering the snemy position without ceusing an alarm.
\
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The change in the Army plan took sdventage of the momentum of the
armored advance, but same confusion resulted becesuse soms small units did

not learn of the change soon enough.

LESBONS

l. The application of the principles of Mess, Movement, Economy of
Force, and Cooperation greeily enhance the chences for success.
2. Camml compla te ’ detailed planning end prepsrations at all 1evols

are vital te 'bha success of a Bajor river crossing operation.L Alternata

plans should be prepared on s high level to teke advantage of chances for
exploltation. |
. %s Roed presarvation and maintensnce is highly importsnt for both
logistical and tacticsl success. /Men of the combat unite must scmetimes
be used to do engineer work on the roads, partieularly in srmored units;}
4, Secrecy of a new unit in an army sres is difficult to achieve,
2nd itl‘s‘:ﬁ;t;o-ﬁns dn;)ands. upon the onforéeﬁont ‘of secrecy disciﬁlim bWy ell
conmandsrs, inecluding squed lesders, |
5. River crossings under unfavorable natural conditions sre always
costly in time and meteriesls, ,bult if well-planned may achieve success through
the surprise g_ainea. |
6. 2?n a defensive-offensive sction employing light forces slong an
obatacles, backed up by mobile counter-attack forces, speed, tiésliness, and
thfength of the counter-attack are eseﬁtial. LOur Field Service Reguletions,
Per. 12.685, state, "In defensive-offensive ection - success depands on the
cormanderts ability to launch the ettsck et the proper tims end in a decisive
direction.* ; 7
7 Ii—il.rght attacks made by stealth and securing surpriss can be highly

suecegsful, Our Field Service Regulations, Par. 12,76, state, "Night attacks

it
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are made - to capitalize on the purprise inhersnt in night combat®, end psr.
12.78 go;ss on, "The attack ‘itselr may be made by ateslth or by ruil use of
ell available fire power."

8. The use of fresh units will maintein the momentum of the advance,
Az stated in Fieici Siﬁios Regulations 9,106, "In cffensive combat it mey
bs mecessary to relieve .units in contact with the ersmy ~ in order to con-
tinus the momeatum of the attack,® -

9, Changes in plens by highér commanders must reach the lowest echelon,
or confusion will result, o

10, Meximum guccess is obteined by heving ermor by-pess streng points,
and heving mobile infantry rolluw-upl, mopping up by-passed places, and pro-
f;cting the :l‘lﬁnks and rear of the sdvance, Our Field Service Reguletions,
Par. 2.11, say, “Once launched, the armored attack is pushed forward as
Tapidly a= possii_)le, by-passing resistance, to ssize eritieal objectiven
11; the enemy's rear aress,™ and Pzr. 9.104 adds, "0Other mobile forces -~
exploit the advanteges gaiﬁad, and ettack the enemy in reer and preveat his
escape "

1l. The eir-ground tesm cen function smoothly and rapidly when there

are sufficient plenes for air elerts, in direct contact with attacking units.

12. Get under cover when friendly AA fire is going on in the vicinity.
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